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was advised to pave the way for his disclosures "with
some old wives' prophecies about the future greatness of
the family which he had brought out of Devonshire.

Thus prepared he was conducted to his brother. A
few officers were still waiting in the ante-room. One of
them at once suspiciously asked Price what was the
meaning of Nicholas's visit. Price put him off with the
story of Mary Monk, but nevertheless Nicholas was more
alarmed than ever, and began to see that conspiring was
not the simple affair of tokens and cyphers which he had
thought.

No one was present at the interview between the
brothers that evening, and no one knows exactly what
occurred, but it is certain that its effect was to give
George a much more serious view of the Great Design
than he had before. His contempt for Cavalier conspir-
acies was profound, and Grenville's message had probably
very little effect upon him. He did not know his young
cousin personally, and looked upon him merely as one more
of those enthusiastic young gentlemen whose sportive de-
light in hairbrained plots and whose passion for mystery
were always leading them into scrapes and indefinitely
postponing the Restoration. Eut Nicholas brought out
of Devonshire a message from a very different man.
Their kinsman, William Morice, had associated himself
with Stukeley and the other western gentlemen, and
Morice's administration of Monk's Devonshire estates
seems to have given the general a profound faith in that
gentleman's practical sagacity. Morice's approval at
least assured him that the Presbyterians were engaged,
and that Sir George Booth's rising was not a mere
Cavalier plot. He was already considerably impressedns, and Nicholasake the Church.
